
Force Bill of 1833 
 

arch 2, 1833 

An Act further to provide for the collection of duties on imports.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, 
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the United 
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SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That whenever the President of the United States shall 
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in Congress assembled, That whenever, by reason of unlawful obstructions, 
combinations, or assemblages of persons, it shall become impracticable, in th
of the President, to execute the revenue laws, and collect the duties on imports in the 
ordinary way, in any collection district, it shall and may be lawful for the President to 
direct that the custom-house for such district be established and kept in any secure plac
within some port or harbour of such district, either upon land or on board any vessel; and,
in that case, it shall be the duty of the collector to reside at such place, and there to detain 
all vessels and cargoes arriving within the said district until the duties imposed on said 
cargoes, by law, be paid in cash, deducting interest according to existing laws; and in 
such cases it shall be unlawful to take the vessel or cargo from the custody of the prop
officer of the customs, unless by process from some court of the United States; and in 
case of any attempt otherwise to take such vessel or cargo by any force, or combination
or assemblage of persons too great to be overcome by the officers of the customs, it shall 
and may be lawful for the President of the United States, or such person or persons as he 
shall have empowered for that purpose, to employ such part of the land or naval forces, or
militia of the United States, as may be deemed necessary for the purpose of preventing 
the removal of such vessel or cargo, and protecting the officers of the customs in 
retaining the custody thereof. 

States shall extend to all cases, in law or equity, arising under the revenue laws of the 
United States, for which other provisions are not already made by law; and if any perso
shall receive any injury to his person or property for or on account of any act by him 
done, under any law of the United States, for the protection of the revenue or the 
collection of duties on imports, he shall be entitled to maintain suit for damage the
the circuit court of the United States in the district wherein the party doing the injury may 
reside, or shall be found. And all property taken or detained by any officer or other 
person under authority of any revenue law of the United States, shall be irrepleviabl
shall be deemed to be in the custody of the law, and subject only to the orders and 
decrees of the courts of the United States having jurisdiction thereof. And if any pe
shall dispossess or rescue, or attempt to dispossess or rescue, any property so taken or 
detained as aforesaid, or shall aid or assist therein, such person shall be deemed guilty o
a misdemeanour . . . 

be officially informed, by the authorities of any state, or by a judge of any circuit or 
district court of the United States, in the state, that, within the limits of such state, any
law or laws of the United States, or the execution thereof, or of any process from the 



courts of the United States, is obstructed by the employment of military force, or by a
other unlawful means, too great to be overcome by the ordinary course of judicial 
proceeding, or by the powers vested in the marshal by existing laws, it shall be law
him, the President of the United States, forthwith to issue his proclamation, declaring 
such fact or information, and requiring all such military and other force forthwith to 
disperse; and if at any time after issuing such proclamation, any such opposition or 
obstruction shall be made, in the manner or by the means aforesaid, the President sh
be, and hereby is, authorized, promptly to employ such means to suppress the same, and
to cause the said laws or process to be duly executed . . . 
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SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That in any state where the jails are not allowed to be 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the several provisions contained in the first and 
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used for the imprisonment of persons arrested or committed under the laws of the United 
States, or where houses are not allowed to be so used, it shall and may be lawful for any 
marshal, under the direction of the judge of the United States for the proper district, to 
use other convenient places, within the limits of said state, and to make such other 
provision as he may deem expedient and necessary for that purpose. 

fifth sections of this act, shall be in force until the end of the next session of Congress, 
and no longer. 
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