NIGARAGUA GANAL
TREATY RATIFIED

Senate Provides United States
Control of $3,000,000
Option Payment.

ISLANDS" FOR NAVAL BASE

-

Resolution ' Declares Rights éf‘
Costa Rica, Salvador, and '
Honduras Are Not Affected.

GEN. CHAMORRO PLEASED

Minléter Expects Prompt Ratlifica-
tion of the Convention by the -
Nlcaraguan Government.

Special to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 18.—The Senate
late this afternoon, after long debate
and by a vote of 55 to 18, ratified the
 broposed treaty with Nicaragua, under
which the United States is to acquire
'perpetual right of way along the San
‘Juan River and the Lake of Nicaragua

for a transoceanic canal by the pay-
' ment of $3,000,000 in gold.

' General Chamorro, tfie Nicaraguan
. Minister, stated immediately after the

Senate had acted that he expected early
ratification of the convention by his
Government.

As otiginally negotiated by Mr. Bryan,
as Secretary of State, with the Nicara-
guan Governor Chamorra, the treaty
contalned provisions for American su-
pervision practically tantamount to an
~American protectorate., To meet what
was then understood as opposition,
those provisions were eliminated before
Mr. Bryan resigned his portfollo. To-
day, in the Senate's resolution of ratifi-
cation, those provisions, so far as they
relate to American supervision of the
expenditure of the $3,000,000, are largely
restored.

For the treaty in this afternoon’'s vote
were forty Democrats and fifteen Re-
publicans. Against it were five Demo-
crats, led by Mr. Clarke of Arkansas,
President pro tempore of the Senate,
and thirteen Republicans. The five
Democrats opposing ratification were
Mr. Chamberlain of Oregon, Mr. Clarke
of Arkansas, Mr, Martine of New Jer-
gey, Mr. Thomas of Colorado, and Mr.
Vardaman of Mississippl. The (fifteen
Republicans supporting the treaty were
Mr., Brandegee and Mr. Mclean of
Connecticut, Mr. Colt and Mr. Lippitt
0 Rhode Island, Mr. Dillingham and
| Mr. Page of Vermont, Mr. du Pont of
Delaware, Mr. Fall of New Mexico, Mr.
Gallinger of New Hampshire, Mr. Hard-
ing of Ohlo, Mr. Lodge and Mr. Weeks
.of DMassachusetts, Mr. Poindexter of
Washington, Mr. Sutherland of Utah,
and Mr. Wadsworth of New York.

With the exception of Mr. Poindexter,
~who is technically of the Progressive
Party, all the Republicans supporting
the treaty are of the conservative wing.
These Republicans, led by Mr. Root ot
New York, as long as he was in the
'Senate, and by Mr. Lodge, took the
, view that the treaty was but a logical
-continuation of the Republican policy ot
dollar diplomacy, supplemented by pro-
visions for ninety-nine-yvear leases to
Great Corn and Little Corn Islands and
to a naval base yet to be selected on the

'Nlcaraguan coast of Fonseca Bay. They

' objected to the inclusion in the treaty of
the Platt amendment to the Organic act
of Cuba, which was originally proposed
by Mr. Bryan, but after that provision
'was eliminated they rallled to the sup-
“port of the treaty,

. As the treaty was submitted to the
Senate the only provision reminiscent
of these features of a protectorate was
one stipulating that the $3,000,000 to be
paid by the United States ghould be ap-
plied to the debt of Nicaragua. Pre-
sumably the United States could have
enforced this provision by a certain con- -
trol over at least a part of Nicaraguan !
finances. As amended, however, the
treaty permits the application of the
money to other public purposes, but pro-
vides that all disbursements shall be
with the approval of the American Sec-
retary of State ar his agent.

Back in Mr. Bryan's time Costa Rica,
Honduras, and Salvador protested that
the treaty would work an, infringement
of their rights. This protest Mr. Bryan
to the still further alarm of Central
America, met by suggesting that any ol
the countries could enter a similar ars
rangement under American protection.
' The Senate, however, met the protest
today by adopung as part of {ts resolu-
tion of ratification a declaration thait
the rights of the three protesting coun-
‘trles were expressly preserved and in
| nowise impaired.

The text of the convention as amend-
'ed by the Senate Is as follows:

| The Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Nicaragua,
being animated by the degire to strengthen
"their anclent and cordial '!‘riendshjp by the
most sincere co-operation for all purposes.
of mutual advantage and interest and to
provide for the possible future construction
of an interooceanic ship canal by way of
the Sah Juan River and the Great Lake of
Nicaragua, or by any route over Nica-
raguan territory whenever thg constructjon
of such canal shall be deemed by the Gov-
ernment of the United States conducive to
the interesta of both countries, and the
Government of Nicaragua wishing to facili-
tate in every way possible the succesaful
maintenance and operation of the Panama
Canal, the two Governments have resolved
to conclude a convention to these ends, and
have accordingly appointed as their pleni-
potetitiaries:
The President of the United States, the
Hon. Willlam Jennings Bryan, Secretary

of State, and
The President of Nicaragua, Senor Gen-

eral Don Emillano Chamorro, Envoy Ex-.
traordinary and Minister Plenlpotentiary of
Nicaragua to the United States,

Whereas, Having exhibited to each other
their respective full powers, found to be in
good and due form, have agreed upon and
concluded the following articles:

ARTICLE 1.

The Government of Nicaragua grants in
perpetuity to the Government of the United
States, forever free from all taxation or
other public charge, the uncumbered ex-
clusive rights necessary and convenient to
the construction, operation, and maln-
tenance of an.interoceanic®canal by way of
the-San-Juan River and the Great Lake of
Nicaragua or by way of any other route
over Nfcaraguan territory, the detatls of the
terms upon which such canal shall be con-
structed, operated, and maintained to he
fixed by mutual. consultation between the
two Governments whenever the construction
of such canal shall be decided upon.

ARTICLE 1II.

To enable the Government of the United
States to protect the Panama Canal and
the proprietary rights granted to the Gov-
ernment of the United States by the fore-
going article, and also to enable the Gov-
ernment of the Unlted States to take any
measure necessary to the ends contem-
plated@ herein. the Government of Nicara-
gua hereby leases for a term of ninety-
nine years to the Government of the United
States the islands in the Caribbean Sea
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known as Great Corn Island and Little
Csmrn Island:.and the .Government of Nica-
ragua further grants to the Government of
the United Stateg for a }ike, period of nine-
ty-nine years the right to establish, oper-
ate, and maintain a naval base at such
place on the territory of Nicaragua bor-

dering on the Gulf of Fonseca as the Gov-
ernment of the United States may select.
'The Government of the United States may
have the option of renewing for a further
terrn of ninety-nine years the above leases
and grants upon the explration of their re-
spective terms, It being expressly agreed
that the territory hereby leased and the
naval bage which may be maintained under
the grant aforesaid shall be subject ex-
clusively to .the laws and soverelgn au-
thority of tlhe United States during tha
terms of such lease and grant and of any
renewal or renewals thereof. ‘

ARTICLE III.

In consideration of the foregoing stipu-
lationa and for the purposes contemplated,
by this convention, and for the purposes
of reducing the present Indebtedness of
Nicaragua, the Government of the United
States shall, on the date of the exchange
of ratification of this convention, pay for
the benetit of the Republic of Nicaragua
the sum of three million dollars United
States pold coin, of the present weight
and fineness, to be deposited to the order
.of the Government of Nicaragua in such
benk or banks or with such banking corpo-
ration as ‘the Government of the United
States may detesmine, to be applied by
Nicaragua upon ita indebtedness or other
public purposes for the advancement of
the welfare of Nicaragua in a mannér to.
be determined by the two High Contract-
ing Parties, all such disbursements to. be
made by "orders drawn. by the Minister
of -Finance- of-the Republic-of- Nicardgua

|

The Nicaragua Canal and Naval Bases.
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and approgved.by.-the Secretary of. State of
the United States, or by stich persén "as
he may designate. . © -

AR:_[.‘&CLE Iv.

This convention shsll be ratified by the
High Cdntracting:Parties in.-accordance with
thelir. respective laws, and the .ratiflcatiops’
thereof shall be exchanged at Washington
as soon as possible.... . e ‘-

In witness svhereof the respective pleni-
potentiaries have signed the present:treaty
and have affixed thereunto: thelr -seals,

Done at Washington, in ‘duplcate, in
the -ﬂll?.ngéglh dand tt.haA Spa.nisliﬁ-lang'nagen,
on e ay of  August;-. the. year
Mipcren ymanta sad i 0 -
- EMILIANO CHAMORRO (gseal) — 2
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‘The. proviso in .the Senate resolution
designed to aa.ti:?ly the objections of the
brotesting republics. reads: _ ;

That, whereas Costa 'Rlcda, Salvador,
and Honduras have .protested against
the - ratification of sald -convention in
the fear or bellef- that said convention
might in some respect impair existing
Tights of ‘sald States; therefore, it is
Adeclared by the Senate that In advising
and consenting tp the ratification of the
sald convention, ds amended, such -ad-
vice and consent are givén with the un-
derstanding, to be:expressed as a part
of the instrument of ratification,” that
nothing.dn’'said convention is.intendéd to
affect any exlsting right of. any;.of the

sald named’ States s -




